United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 164

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2018

No. 202

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of wisdom, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Prior to the Great Compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention: “We indeed seem to
feel our own want of political wisdom,
since we have been running about in
search of it. . . . In this situation of
this Assembly, groping as it were in
the dark to find political truth, and
scarce able to distinguish it when pre-
sented to us . . . have we now forgotten
that powerful friend?”’

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn
again to You to ask that Your wisdom
might break through the similar polit-
ical darkness of these days.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House and all of Congress with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they,
as You, be especially mindful of those
who are poor and without power.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———————

SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, too many of our leaders today
seem to want to be modern-day Win-
ston Churchills and think of them-
selves as great war leaders. They are
far too eager to go to war and far too
willing to stay in a war after it has
started. But the American people do
not want permanent, forever wars, and
especially do not need such wars.

I salute President Trump’s decision
to bring our troops home from Syria.
With a $21 trillion national debt, we

simply cannot afford to be the police-
man of the world.

Our very unnecessary wars in the
Middle East have now cost us several
trillion dollars that we have had to
borrow and have resulted in the deaths
or horrible injuries to thousands of
young Americans and many more thou-
sands of innocent women and children.
They have created more enemies for
our country around the world.

The Bible tells us in both the Old
Testament and New to ‘‘seek peace and
pursue it.”

RECOGNIZING DELEGATE JOHN
OVERINGTON

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize John Overington for
his long record of legislative service to
the State of West Virginia.

Opting to retire, John won’t be rep-
resenting the people of Berkeley Coun-
ty, West Virginia, for the first time in
34 years when the House of Delegates
convenes in Charleston next month.

John and I served together in the leg-
islature for decades in the eighties and
early nineties. I came to know John as
someone who has always followed his
conservative principles, even when it
wasn’t in vogue.

During the 34 years he served in the
minority, many of those votes were
lonely fights, but he never swayed from
his staunch, unwavering commitment
to conservative principles.

After the 2014 election, the Repub-
licans took the majority in West Vir-
ginia Legislature for the first time in
84 years, and his conservative values
helped dictate a new agenda. He
chaired the Industry and Labor Com-
mittee and served as speaker pro tem.
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